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be very, very proud of helping to end the blood-
iest conflict in Europe since the end of World
War II. I hope you are.

You lead the way in providing humanitarian
relief to people in the former Soviet Union.
When a ferocious typhoon struck Guam, you
brought water and blankets and electricity to
people there. When flooding destroyed or dam-
aged 90 percent of the homes around Grand
Forks, North Dakota, you brought relief and
comfort to the victims there. For all that, for
the many sacrifices you make, I want to say
a profound thank you.

As most of you know, this Tunner loader that
everybody talked to me about today is not called
a Tunner because it lifts a lot of tons. It was
named for the late General William Tunner,
who commanded three historic airlifts: the airlift
of supplies and personnel over the Himalayan
Hump from India to China in World War II;
the massive Berlin airlift in 1948 and ’49,
277,000 flights that supplied food and fuel to
the people of West Berlin during Stalin’s block-
ade; and the Korean War Combat Cargo Com-
mand, which airdropped supplies to our troops
trapped in North Korea. General Tunner said,
‘‘We can carry anything, anywhere, anytime.’’

Now, next week, by coincidence, I will be
in Germany to commemorate the 50th anniver-
sary of the Berlin airlift. Like you, the people
who were involved in that effort used airlifts
to protect freedom. When the Soviet leaders

finally abandoned the blockade, it might have
been because they had witnessed our staggering
capabilities to airlift supplies to the people in
West Berlin. Perhaps it was because they read
what General Tunner said about his supply line:
‘‘We can keep pouring it on for 20 years if
we have to.’’ That kind of confidence I know
invigorates the work you do here. I know you
are ready for any challenge anytime, whenever
America calls for your help.

So let me just say this in closing. When your
joints ache from muscling pallets, when you’ve
stared at one load plan too many, when you
fly all night through turbulent skies, when you’re
too far from home and you wonder sometimes
what you are doing it for, please remember,
in ways large and small, you are making a huge
difference in making the world a better place
for the children that share this roof with us
today. Children all over the world have food
to eat, clothes to wear, safe streets to walk,
all because you at Dover make it happen. You
deliver. You are essential to America’s security.
You make this a better country, and you make
us all very proud.

Thank you very much, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:25 p.m. in Hangar
706. In his remarks, he referred to Col. Felix
Grieder, USAF, Commander, 436th Airlift Wing,
and Col. Tom Keitel, USAFR, Acting Com-
mander, 512th Airlift Wing.

Statement on the Minnesota Tobacco Settlement and Tobacco Legislation
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Every day, 3,000 young people start a habit
that will kill 1,000 of them before their time.
Three years ago, appalled by these trends, I
committed this administration to stopping the
sale and marketing of cigarettes to children.
Now, thanks to our efforts and the persistence
of State attorneys general, we have the best
opportunity ever to pass comprehensive tobacco
legislation that will save millions of our children
from premature death.

Today we have learned that Minnesota has
won important new concessions from the to-
bacco industry. The Minnesota settlement, like
those reached earlier in Mississippi, Florida, and

Texas, will help us combat tobacco industry mar-
keting to kids. This action provides still further
momentum to our effort to pass bipartisan com-
prehensive tobacco legislation this year. All our
Nation’s children are at risk from tobacco, and
we must have comprehensive national legislation
to stop young Americans from smoking before
they start, by raising the price of cigarettes, put-
ting into place tough restrictions on advertising
and access, imposing penalties on the industry
if it continues to sell cigarettes to children, en-
suring that the FDA has authority to regulate
tobacco products, and protecting farmers and
farming communities.
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